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Fairy Tales
•There is no environmental best treatment option for
biowaste, therefore no requirements can be set

•Biowaste treatment contradicts the renewable 
targets

•Separate collection and treatment of biowaste is
more expensive than municipal waste disposal

•A Biowaste Directive requires area wide coverage
of separate collection
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EU 25 Municipal Waste 2005:

254 million tons 

Composition Municipal Waste

Biowaste

EU 25 Biowaste: 
100 – 150 million tons

Source: Compost-Consulting & Development, Dipl. Ing Florian
Amlinger, 2006
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Potential of source separated biowaste and green waste

EU 25 + NO  [ 113 Mio tons ]

Biowaste and green waste separately collectedin 2005
EU 25 + NO  [ 24 Mio tons = 21% ]



Bio-Waste - Need for EU-Legislation?
Brussels, 9 - 10 June 2009

Mr. Helge Wendenburg

3

Multitalented Biowaste

[

EU Greenhouse Reduction Target 2020:
30% compared to 1990 

Fulfilling 2016 target of  
the Landfill Directive (EU 
15) would save 74 million 
tonnes of CO2 equivalents 

This equals one fifths of 
the greenhouse reduction 
target

Organic Carbon in EU Soils
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Source:

Organic Matter and Biodiversity, Task Group 2 on 
Status and Distribution of soil Organic Matter in  
Europe
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It is in our hands !

Thank you!


